VIII
THE PHAEACIAN GAMES

As soon as the fresh Dawn had decked herself in crimson, the
divine King Alcinous left his bed and conducted Odysseus, the
royal sacker of cities, who had risen at the same time, to the
place by the ships where the Phaeacians held their Assemblies;

and there they sat down side by side on seats of polished marble.
In the meantime Pallas Athene, pursuing her plans for the heroic
Odysseus9 return, went up and down the town disguised as a
herald from the wise prince Alcinous. She accosted each of the
Counsellors and gave them all this message:

* Captains and Counsellors of the Phaeacians, follow me to
the Assembly, where you shall hear about the stranger who has
Just arrived at our wise prince's palace. He has wandered all over
the seas, and he looks like an immortal god/

Her news filled everyone with excitement and curiosity. In a
short time not only the seats but all parts of the meeting-place
were filled by the throng that crowded in; and many an eye was
fixed in admiration on Laertes^ keen-witted son, whose head
and shoulders Athene invested with a more than human beauty,
besides making him seem taller and broader, so that he might
inspire the whole Phaeacian people not only with affection but
with fear and respect, and might emerge successfully from all
the tests they put him through. When everyone had arrived and
the muster was complete, Alcinous rose to address them:

'Captains and Counsellors of the Phaeacians, I beg for your
attention. There is a matter here that I wish to put before you.
The stranger at my side --1 do not know his name, nor whether
he has come from Eastern or from Western lands - has in the
course of his travels become my guest. He asks for his passage
home and begs us to assure him this favour. I propose, in accord-
ance with our custom, that we make immediate arrangements